
 

            www.GreenValleyGoldens.com                greenvalleywa@gmail.com                                     1 
 

SUGGESTED PUPPY ITEMS TO HAVE BEFORE BRINGING YOUR PUPPY HOME 

By Halligan, Lyndsay M. 

*It is highly suggest if going to Petsmart that you buy their new puppy coupon 

book before you start shopping. The book is $19.99 but the coupons relate to 

most of the items on this list and more.  You will easily save over $60.  There is 

also a coupon included for $15 off a beginner puppy training course. Amazon and 

chewy.com are also great places to get a lot of these items. 

CRATE - I like the 48" crates to give them plenty of room to sprawl out as adults. 

Your crate should come with a puppy divider to make it small to start out and 

adjust as they grow. I highly recommend crate training. Yes they fuss in the 

beginning, but they learn to love it and it keeps them safe. It also makes potty 

training 10x easier. *If you get a crate pad, make sure it has a waterproof liner 

and that it's machine washable. I like the Kong ones.* 

PUPPY FOOD - your puppy is being sent home on Life’s Abundance All Life Stage 

kibble and Life’s Abundance Pork and Venison canned food. I will send home 

some of their food with you. I recommend keeping them on this for at least a 

month until they have settled in. Stress and diet change are two big reasons for 

diarrhea in puppies...keeping them on the same food while adjusting to a new life 

with their family eliminates one of those stressors. If you change to something 

else, be sure to do it gradually over at least a week's time. 

METAL EXERCISE PEN 36-48" HIGH - You can find these cheaper on amazon. This 

is a must have item for giving your puppy a safe place to play while out of their 

crate while still being safe. As they grow, it becomes good for blocking off certain 

areas, confining them to one room, and even giving them a safe place to play 

outside. One with a built in door is super helpful. I use these pens for 

everything...one of those "how did I ever get by without this" items! 

DOG BOWLS - make sure they have flat bottoms and are not easily tipped over. 

Stainless steel with rubber bottom is my go to. I don't recommend ceramic 

because they can break and hurt your dog's feet if that happens. 

mailto:greenvalleywa@gmail.com
https://www.lifesabundance.com/Pets/LifesAbundance/lifesabundancedog.aspx?realname=20551019
https://www.lifesabundance.com/Pets/LifesAbundance/lifesabundancedog.aspx?realname=20551019
https://www.lifesabundance.com/Category/Products/Dogs/Food/Canned-Pork-Venison.aspx?realname=20551019&category=CannedDogFoodPorkVenison_v11(Pet_Base)
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PUPPY SHAMPOO - check the label to be sure it's safe to use on puppies younger 

than 12 weeks in case your puppy has an accident and needs a refresher. Blue 

Dawn dish soap is also gentle enough to use (and FYI also kills fleas)...just watch 

their eyes of course.  Life’s Abundance Revitalizing Shampoo  

SLICKER BRUSH - your puppy should be brushed head to toe a few times a week. 

It's good to start young to help get them used to it for grooming sessions later on. 

Behind / under the ears and the feathering on their legs are the places I find that 

need the most help. 

ENZYME URINE/STAIN REMOVER - Life’s Abundance BioDeodorizer. When your 

pup has an accident, clean up as much as you can, blot carpet until almost dry, 

and saturate with the cleaner. More effective than other odor-reducing products, 

BioDeodorizer works to naturally eliminate the source of bad odors by turning 

them into nature’s most basic compounds, water and carbon dioxide, without 

leaving bacterial waste behind on the surface. While many household deodorizers 

read like an indecipherable chemistry formula, our Bio-Base BioDeodorizer 

contains only water, alcohol and our unique digestants. And, unlike other 

deodorizers, ours emits no noxious odors. 

COLLAR & LEASH - For starters, you will want a size SMALL puppy collar, and in 

your case, comes with your puppy. They grow out of these fairly quickly, but 

medium even at its smallest is too big. I always keep our dogs' puppy collars as a 

reminder of how small they once were :) You can also opt for a small harness 

instead. For leashes, a sturdy 4' leash works. I don't care for the retractable ones 

until they have a VERY good handle on proper leash walking, if ever. I like to have 

more control and the retractable leashes teach them that they can walk ahead of 

you. 

TOYS - LOTS of different textures, shapes, sizes, and sounds give your puppy 

something to do when in her pen. We rotate our dogs' toys so they don't get 

bored with the same thing over and over. I like bully sticks in Chewy rings for 

quiet time. Tug toys like ropes and squeaker critters are fun when interacting with 

your pup. Balls are a MUST for goldens....and they will shred tennis balls. If you 

can find some lacrosse balls, they are the best and last forever, or Chuck-it makes 

mailto:greenvalleywa@gmail.com
https://www.lifesabundance.com/Category/Products/Dogs/PetCare/RevitalizingShampoo.aspx?realname=20551019&category=DogShampoo_v11(Pet_Base)
https://www.lifesabundance.com/Category/Products/People/Cleaning/BiodeodorizerSpray.aspx?realname=20551019&category=BiodeodorizerSpray_v11(Pet_Base)
https://www.lifesabundance.com/Category/Products/Dogs/Treats/BullySticks.aspx?realname=20551019&category=BullySticks_v11(Pet_Base)
https://keesproducts.com/chewy-ring.html


 

            www.GreenValleyGoldens.com                greenvalleywa@gmail.com                                     3 
 

some nice rubber balls that fit in their wonderful Chuck-it ball throwers. Frozen 

washcloths (for teething), raw bones (NOT smoked) (when they are older), rope 

toys, Kongs, and squeaker toys are favorites here. A good variety will keep your 

puppy nice and happy! **I do NOT recommend rawhide toys. They can cause 

diarrhea, don’t digest well, and can become a choking hazard as your dog chews 

off smaller pieces.  Plus, they can kill your dog.** 

These are the essentials. There are other items I recommend as "nice to have" 

which I can go over later, but the above is like PUPPY 101 😉 
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